Application Environ- 
ment for Apple He 


he SwyftCard from In- 
formation Appliance 
Inc. is a text-oriented data- 
handling product based in 
(OM that comes as an add- 
in card for the Apple lle. 
The brainchild of Jef Raskin, 
“former head of the Apple 
Macintosh development team, 
the card offers word-process- 
ing, information-retrieval, 
rogram-development, cal- 
ulation, and telecommunica- 
ions capabilities in an inte- 


ment is designed for speed. 
‘Because the program re- 
des in firmware, there is 

10 need to access a disk for 
program information. All 

lata manipulation occurs in 
emory, roughly 40K bytes 
na 64K-byte Apple Ile. The 
wyftCard uses a disk for- 
Mat that equates one disk 

) that 40K-byte figure; this 
wastes some disk capacity, 
but the only times the pro- 
giam really has to use the 
disk drive are at the begin- 
ng of a work session 
retrieving data) and at the 
€nd (saving it). 

The program is available 
Hirectly from the card's firm- 
Ware when you turn on the 
Computer. Since the Swyft- 

Serves as its.own oper- 
i system, you heed a 
ngle disk only to store 
ita. Thus you can use the 
a with a minimal hard- 

are setup: an 80-column 
64K-byte Apple Ile, a mono- 
tome Monitor, and one 
disk drive. The SwyftCard 
<> Not interfere with other 


WHAT'S NEW 


The SwyftCard add-in for Apple Ile computers. 


Apple software; if you place 
a program disk in the drive, 
one keystroke removes the’ 

SwyftCard system and loads 
the new program. 

The environment is essen- 
tially a continuous scroll of 
text divided only by page 
breaks. You enter data as 
with any word processor, 
and the SwyftCard provides 
all standard word-processing 


functions. There are no files 


as such: if you wish to print 
a section of the scroll, you 
mark the top and bottom of 
the region and send the 
block to the printer. Format- 
ting for printing is auto- 
matic, although you can 
change parameters when 
you want. Rapid movement 
through the text scroll is 
provided by a search algo- 
rithm that takes advantage 
of a peculiarity of the Apple 
Ile keyboard—two keys with 
apple symbols on either 
side of the space bar. De- 
pressing one of those keys 
initiates a search for the 
next letter or combination 
of letters entered; you can 


ui 
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short string of gibberish. 
The right key searches for- 


- ward: the left one moves 


backward. 

The SwyftCard interfaces 
smoothly to the Iles Apple- 
soft BASIC interpreter. You 
enter programs as raw text. 
You highlight the program 
text as you would for any 
word-processing block oper- 
ation, press one command 
key, and the program ex- 
ecutes. BASIC can also be 
used as a shortcut for some 
text manipulations. For ex- 


- ample, you can store boiler- 


plate phrases or paragraphs 
as string variables. Typing 
the variable name, marking 
it, and executing it recalls 
the stored text; retyping or 
complex copying operations 
are replaced by a few key- 
strokes. You follow similar 
mark-and-execute proce- 
dures for calculating numer- 
ic expressions in text and 
for setting printer and tele- 


Aare 


communications parameters. 

You do the same to dial 
the modem. Once you are 
connected, the text of your 
on-line session is incor- 
porated into the scroll. If 
the modem is set to auto- 
answer, the SwyftCard will 
act as a rudimentary bulletin 
board—it will accept an in- 
coming text stream. If you 
are at the keyboard, the 
card stores the message 
without interrupting your 
work. 

Priced at $89.95, the 
SwyftCard package contains 
the card itself, self-adhesive 
labels for the nine command 
keys, a manual, a schematic 
diagram and theory of oper- 
ation, a tutorial disk, and a 
utility to convert SwyftCard 
files to Apple ProDOS 
format. ; 

Contact Information Ap- 
pliance Inc., 530 University 
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301, 
(415) 328-5160. 

—Ezra Shapiro 


Inquiry 600. 
_ (continued) 


—— abort the search by typing a 
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